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HE POLITICAL SITUATION

Once upon a time a President of
the United States fought a money
trust.

fie fought it with the grim ferocity
of an old warrior. He denounced it
in bitter and bcathing words. He
removed Cabinet officers who would
not do his bidding and appointed those
who would bend to his imperious will.
The climax came when, after a spec-

tacular fight in which men like Cal-

houn and Webster and Clay joined
together, the Senate dramaticall adopt-

ed a resolution of censure against him.
The President was Andrew Jackson,

and the money trut, which he finally
anquished. was known as the Bank of

the United States.
Jackson was a Democrat of Demo

crats He wa a man of the people,

rugged and honest, even if ti

nate. He has been the patron saint of
the Democratic part, along with Jef-

ferson, for more than seventy years
Toda, when the leader of his party
are engaged in framing currency legis
lation, it is worth while to glance along
the pathway thev are treading No-

bodv agrees, of course, that Andrew- -

Jackson was the epitome of all finan
cial wisdom. More than this, tiroes
change and men change with them. At
the same time, there are parallels and
differences concerning the money trust
of Jackson's time and the money trust
today which are worth noting. It is

aUo a matter of some importance to
consider the relation of currency legis-

lation to politics. There is a very inti
mate relation, in fact In the first
place, it is openlv admitted by the ad
ministration that new currency laws
are needed to counteract the possible
disturbance of business by the enact
ment of reduced tariff schedules In
addition to this the entire financial in-

terests of the countrv and the are
tremendoii'Iv powerful ma be won
over or thev mav be politically es

tranged bj the character of the cur.

rencv legislation now before Congress.

Why Jackson Fought the Bank.

The Bank of the United States en- -

joved unusual privileges It could is-

sue bills of exchange or notes which
were receivable for any and all pav- -

ments due the United States, and were
thus a legal tender, and it was made
the depositarv of government funds
During the life of its charter no other
bank was to be incorporated by

Thus it was a monopolj,
advantages which no other in-

stitution possessed, and for which it
agreed to pay the government the sum
of $1,500,000 a vear.

In this bank was concentrated the
monev power of the countrv a ccnturj
ago. Its capital was $.15,000,000, an
enormous amount for that pendd. but
a mere bagatelle as compared with
preent-da- y operations. Was its great
power exercised wisely and patriotic-

ally or selfishly and corruptly? Jack-

son held the latter view. Thus be-

lieving, he sought to overthrow it. He
said that it had been established by
unquestionable proof that the bank had
been converted into a great electioneer-

ing machine and hq wanted to know if
the money and power of a great cor-

poration should be exerted to influence
and control the judgment of the people.
He charged, also, that it had corrupted
the press. His most serious charge,
however, was that it exercised despotic
sway over the other banks of the coun-

try and that it possessed the power to
make money plentiful or scarce at its
own pleasure. It concentrated, he said,
the whole money power of the Union,
with its boundle-- s means of corrup-

tion an,d its numerous dependents, and
this concentration made it a formid-

able agent for the exploitation of pri-

vate greed Senator Benton, who was
Jackson's spokesman in the Senate, de-

nounced the bank as an institution too.
powerful to be tolerated in our gov-

ernment.
There seems to be no .doubt now

that this concentration of the money
power did exit. History has, in the
main, justified Jackson's eto of the

J bill rechartering the bank and his fur-

ther effort to hopelessly cripple it by
withdrawing the government deposits
and placing them in State banks. Yet
the public moneys in the Bank of the
United States amounted to only $jcv- -

000,000. while the proposed Federal re-

serve banks are to 'have the custody of

$i,ocoflco,ooa The capital of the Bank
of the United States, oniy fss'fXKtpoo,

was regarded as dangerous! The
proposition of the present day pro-

poses a capitalization of $500,000,000, a
sum greater than the capitalization of
the banks of England, France, and
Germany combined. ,

Bask at a Political Fact:
The demand for new currency, leg's1

lation, originating with the great finan-

cial interests and persistently" urged
upon Democratic as welras Republican
administrations, seems likely soon to be
gratified. It is strange that the pivot
upon which it rests is the relation of
money to politics which Jackson de
nounced.

It is proposed in the scheme now be
fore Congress to place the monetary,
institutions .of the country under the
control of a board of seven persons,
two of whom are to be members of
the Cabinet, another to be the Comp
troller of the Currency, and the other
four appointed by the President, but
only one of the four required to be
experienced in banking. A board thus
selected must be partisan. The great
objection on the part of the Demo-

crats to a tariff commission was that a
commission appointed by a Republican
'President could not be nonpartisan.
If this be true of a tariff board, and
many people think that it is true, it
must also apply to the Federal reserve
board. Should the power to thus de-

termine who shall control the banks be
given to any President? Andrew Jack
son answered the question in vigorous
language. "To give the President," he
said, "the control over the currency
and the power over individuals

by the Bank of the United
State, even with the material differ-

ence that he is responsible to the peo-

ple, would be as objectionable and
dangerous as to leave it where it is."

Enormous Power Giren to Politicians.

If concentrated money power is

dangerous, the menace must arise out
of the possible corrupting influence
which it may exercise. Jackson said
that the Bank of the United Spates

corruptiv influenced elections. The
proposition now before Congress makes
it possible to concentrate banking

aggregating $25,000,000,000

within the control of seven men to be
chosen by a political head.

And the power of these men is to
be absolute. They are to control each
of the boards of directors of the
twelve Federal reserve banks, as well

as the books of these banks. They arc
to control the rediscounting of these
banks, the power of suspension, the
issue and retirement of treasury notes,
the power to classify the banks and the
officials and assets of the reserv e banks.
It can suspend a Federal reserve bank
and appoint a receiver. It can con
trol the issue of $500,000,000 of Fed-

eral reserve bank notes. In brief, these
seven men hold within their hands the
verdict of life or death for the institu-

tions which are to be created as well
a- - the distribution of hundreds of mil

lions. It is an enormous power, and
heaven help the country if it be not
wiselv and honestly exercised.

There is no telling what might hap
pen if an unscrupulous and ambitious
man should happen to occupy the
White House and should plan to ma
nipulate the financial situation for his
own personal ends. Look again at the
Jackson parallel. He fought the Bank
of the United States because he felt
that it endangered the liberties of the
people. He saw that the vital blow
could be struck by withdrawing the
government deposits. In order to ac-

complish this result, however, he was
compelled to transfer to another post
a Secretary ot the treasury who would
not do his bidding. Then when the
new Secretary declined to act, owing to
constitutional scruples, he removed
him to make way for Roger B. Taney,
who did what Jackson told him to do.

With another Jackson in the White
House the Federal reserve board might
easily be made subservient to the wish
of the Executive, even though that
Executive might not be actuated by the
lofty purpose which inspired Jackson's
mind.

The Serious Problem InYoIved.

If currency legislation is to result in
public good it must provide that there
shall be no concentration of the money
power, and it also fought to keep the
banks divorced from politics. There
is still some question whether or not
the proposed legislation does not give
to the banks certain advantages for
which they have been struggling and
which they are most anxious to pos-

sess. There is no doubt, however, that
the oronosed relations between banks
and politicians are entirely too close.

The position taken by Jackson in
1833 applies with especial force to the
present day, when concentrated wealth
has a power and influence undreamed
of in the day of the grim old warrior.
Everybody knows how the banks in the
great financial centers can reach out
through a million channels and affect
the monetary and commercial interests
of the smallest towns. Place the for
tunes of these banks in the' hands of
seven political appointees sitting in
Washington and a condition of affairs
is created" which it is difficult to .con-
template with serenity. This fact must
certainly dawn upon Congress as con
sideration of the measure proceeds, and
must force the conclusion that if there
must be a Federal reserve board, there
ought to be safeguards and. restrictions
imposed upon it far more definite than
now are provided. The dangerous. con--

ditions whictf'ejcisted ia Andrew Jack-

son's day can easily be 'repeated. The
chapter in history in which he was the
central figure is too full of significance
tb the present day to be ignored., The
evils against which he protested the
legalize concentration of wealth and
the active participation of that wealth
in political affairs ought not to be
made possible in this day and genera-

tions Tbese are the things which,
above alp'others, must be avoided if we
are to have better government, a wider
distribution of human happiness, and a
decrease of discontent.

FR to' Cope wkk tie Sitaatiea.- -

The provinces of South China have
formed a coalition against the pres

ent administration o"f the new repub-

lic. Count Yamaza, the new Japanese
minister to CJuna, the cable reports,

has ventured to criticise tne govern-

ment to which he is accredited, an

indiscretion similar to the one which

not so long ago led to the recall of
one'' of our own Ministers, even be-

fore5 he had reached his destination.
We1 learn that the Japanese have seilt

their 'officers" to aid the armies of the
reflels, and" that "Japanese gunboats are
in Chinese rivers awaiting an oppor
tunity to be of service in the cause of
sedition.

We are not at all surprised at this
news, and the confidence expressed by
our administration to the contrary., we

are convinced that the identical thing
would happen in Mexico, unless we
show a firm hand, or, perhaps, even
"the mailed fist." Can the Monroe doc-

trine hinder any of the
countries from forming an alli-

ance of friendship with any nation
they choose, and has not Japan its

lnx ces glued upon the Mexican sit-

uation with thousands of its
colonized on the Pacific side of

that country?
At this juncture it is pleasing to

note the administration's choice of
Prof. Paul S. Reinach, of the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin, as our Minister to
China. He knows both countries well,
and his book, "Intellectual and Po
litical Currents in the Far East," has
been translated into Japanese and
Chinese. He maintains that in order
to solve the issues there pending, a
sympathetic, mutual understanding be-

tween different races, or civilizations
even, is indispensible.

Incidentally, when in this country
appointments for merit alone come to
be the rule the efficiency of our
foreign service will be greatly im

proved.

Once More the Armor Plate Question.

Secretary Daniels' idea that the gov
ernment should make its own armor
plate has been before the public time
and again, before Mr. Daniels was ever
thought of as chief of our navy, espe-

cially after some unpleasant discov-

eries of an inferior product or ex-

ceptionally high prices. Economy i

the main argument for it. In 1906

the government paid $345 a ton for
armor plate. Xow-- it pays $454. The
Bethlehem, Carnegie, and Midvale
shops get all the business and, of
course, all the profit for if ever they
agree to raise the price, Uncle Sam
must pay.

Xavy Department experts have de-

cided and reported that the govern- -

rment could erect an armor plate plant.
producing 10,000 tons a year, for about
$8,500,000, where armor plate could be
made for $314 a ton. with the likeli-

hood of a reduction in the cost as
soon as, the plant would be in full
running order. This, to begin with.
would be a saving of $140 a ton. On
a year's output the government would
save $1400,000, and, deducting 4 per
cent for the use' of the money needed
to build the plant, there would remain
a net saving of about $1,000,000 a year.

This is .worth while saving. We
have government ship yards that
have turned out battleship
We also have some fine powder
plants. We are confronted in this in
stance with the double question of
economy and quality. When, some
years ago. the armor plate scandal de-

veloped, the plates were found to be

full of blow holes. It is unfortuna'e
that this country should be forced to
go into the armor busi-

ness. More peaceful pursuits were
far more preferable. But since it is
unavoidable, why not try to make the
very best jt the least cost?

Close observers sar there are some
political plums that won't ripen until
fall or at any rate until after the tariff
bill Is passed.

There was a time when people objected
to even the o waist.

CoL Mulhall says he found conditions
in Baltimore very bad, and Baltimore
doesn't know whether to take it as a
compliment or not.

And, in the meantime, what are we go-

ing to do about the canal tolls?

Let us all hope that President Wilson

has said nothing stronger than "tilt, tut,"
during the past week.

An) how, the Bryan lecture episode

caused people to quit talking about the
Camlnettl case.

The framers of the Constitution never
dreamed that the time would come when
the Japs would undertake to construe
thathoble Instrument. '

The cost of .living is coming down in
spots. A. seat on the Hew York stock
exchange sold the, other day for only

?,H0,

1

Court Gossip o( Interesting . V f

Events, on Two Continents
(Oonmrtit ltt tw A TV JamhaoB.)

ti. Poincare Is the third French Presi
dent who has paid a state visit to Eng-
land, and before the third republic came
to star onlr twice dtd.a French 'monarch
pay Britain the same compliment The
mat Kinr of France. who came on a
vlrlt to a sovereltm'of England was Louis
Ihlllppe,' the "citizen Kins,"' who. In or-

der to return Queen Victoria's call at Tre--
port In the previous year (IMS) visited
Windsor and was honored with the Oar-te- r.

'
The same hono was accorded to Na-

poleon III. when he visited London dur-In-p

the Crimean war and received a re-
turn visit from Queen Victoria and
I rlnce Albert atPrU some months later,
The "Queen's vLnlt to Louis Philippe In
IMj was the first Incident of Ita kind
since 1JM, when Henry VIH.crosied the
channel to meet Francis I at the Field
of the Cloth of Gold. .

President Tolncare heard the "Mar-
seillaise" many times durlnK his brief
May in England, and It Is to, be hoped
that he bore the repetition with more
"juanlmlty than was displayed by the
Shah of Persia under similar circum-
stances. When in 1JS3 n made,
a tour of the English provinces, all the
principal town bands played
national anthem In nis' honor. On de-
porting from Manchester he sent a mes-
senger in advance to the station, re-
questing the officer commanding guard
.if honor to suppress that particular air.
"The Shad had heard It so many times
In England." said the messenger, "that
disastrous effects might be anticipated
from any further repetition of It."

The visit of If. Poincare added an-
other link to the chain of h

amity. It Is becoming- difficult
for the people of either France or
Great Britain to realize that barely a
decade ago they were separated by a
seemingly Incurable antagonism. Few
things change more rapidly or more
completely than the face of Interna-
tional politics, and the revolution
which since the opening of the pres-
ent century has overtaken Anglo- -
French relations not only Illustrates
that useful and often overlooked tru-
ism, but affords good ground for hopi-
ng- that other misunderstandings
which appear to be equally intractable
likewise will jield to the Influence ot
time and reason.

The h agreement of 1904
was born of the union of three dif
ferent tendencies One represented the
reaction in Great Britain against the

of the late Lord Sal
isbury's foreign policy; another, the
desire of France to simplify and co-

ordinate her external Interests, and the
third, a sudden weariness and disgust
among the French nnd British peoples
with the scoldings' and recriminations
of Fashoda. the Drofus case, and the
Boer war.

Great Britain's policy during the last
two decades of the nineteenth century
was, roughly peaklng. no policy nt
all. Between the Dual and the Triple
Alliances she remained neutral, though
with an Inclination of sentiment
toward the latter. There seemed a
chanec at one time that England's
weight would be definitely thrown on
the German side of the balance I
need not now detail the various Inci
dents and influences that gradually
changed the popular and official atti-
tude of England toward Germany. It
is enough 10 state the fact that by
the time the Boer war ended a very
decided change had taken place, and
that h relations began au-

tomatically to Improve, when the anx-
ieties of France lest Great Britain
should be found arrayed against her
were allayed.

At the same time a movement toward
an h rapprochement began
to declare Itself In Paris. Jt. Delcajse.
who had been In charge of the French
foreign affairs since 1WS, based his policy
on the conviction that France could not
afford two first class hatreds. She could
not be at one and the same time

and She could not
simultaneously oppose the strongest mil-
itary and the strongest naval powtr in
the world.

It became necessary to make a choice.
I. Delcasse decided that a haphaxard

and provocative colonial policy which
brought England to France face to face

THE OPEN FORUM

Hand. OAT.

To the Editor: The characterization, by
the Philadelphia Press, of the adminis-ratlon- s

attitude to Mexico as "pol-
troonery" Is deplorable. It looks like an
attempt to Inject party politics into in-

ternational relations. A grave condition,
bordering upon a crisis and war. con-

fronts the nation. There Is a time when
silence is golden, even with editors of
the public press, and never more so
than now In their relation to the gen-

eral welfare of the nation in Its stand
against the world in the Mexican matter.

Europe is making demands upon Ameri-
ca In Mexican matters.

Great Britain's premier admits that all
Europe cannot halt the Balkan war. and
asserts that the struggle will end by a
process of mutual exhaustion. In the
face of such weakness of the European
powers In European affairs. Is It not folly
for Europe to meddle In American af-

fairs? Europe's hand In Mexico Is Euro-
pean Intrigue to force the United States
to stand responsible to Europe for her
loan of millions to Mexico in the face
of America's warning. America's an-

swer to Europe is: Hands off.
The administration's attitude toward

Mexico is admirable. America sees in
Huerta, the assassin of Madero and

of constituted authority, and a
usurper at the head of the de facto gov-

ernment of a limited sphere within the
great territory of Mexico, owing its con-

tinuance to the American government
forbidding American traffic with the
Mexican revolutionists in munitions of
war. Huerta Is in his place today simply
because the United States government
forbade Madero to execute Gen. Diaz, who
had been convicted of treason. Had the
Taft administration held hands on. Dlax
would have been shot for treason, and
Madero and constituted authority would
probably be prevailing in Mexico today.
Instead. Diaz and Huerta murdered
Madero within a year after, and profited
by the Interference of America. But,
at last, America is about to strike at the
bottom of the trouble In the recall of
Ambassador Wilson, Huerta's ally, from
all accounts at hand.

As Great Britain's premier says that
the Balkan struggle will end by process
of mutual exhaustion, so must the Mexi-

can struggle exhaust Itself. And as
America, loses orooertv in the Balkan
strife and holds hands off. so must Europe
stand her losses In Mexico and noia
her hands off. The bars set up by Taft's
administration against importion of
munitions of war Into Mexico should be
thrown down and all Mexico be given
free hand in her struggle for the sur-
vival of theflttest. And In it all. Ameri-
cans remaining In Mexico are there at
their peril in the face of repeated warn-
ing to get out.
, 'Mexico must not be grafted upon
America. It would be a weignt, auoui
her neck, drag- her down, and destroy
her. The reasons are racial, ana in-

stitutional, and pointed out long ago
by one of 'Europe's foremost statesmen.

Eurooe- hones to hamper America in
ker government of the Panama'Canal

at more, than one perilous point, was
risking more than the game and its
forfeits were worth, Me therefore bent
alt hla' efforts toward removing Great
Britain from the list of France's pcAslbU
enemies. Two circumstances' aided, him.
One was that' both the French and Brit-
ish neonles were somewhat ashamed of
their ceaseless squabbles. After the peace.
or Verecnlglng there was a period 01
political and journalistic calm, and a
return to an atmosphere of tranquilliing
sanity. On both aides ot the channeU
men began to look Into the true reasons
of their disputes ,over Egypt and Slam
and New Foundland and Madagascar,
and to see whether, after ail. there was
so much In them as they had been pre-

tending. It did not take the statesmen
very long to discover that political differ-
ences are rarely Insuperable when tackled
in the right spirit.

The other circumstance that prompted
appeasement was the accession to the Brit-
ish Throne of a sovereign whom all
Frenchmen knew and liked and who
speedily made It his business to further
the gathering Impulse toward confidence
and good will. There would have been
an entente between the two countries
even without King Edward. But with
him and with the invaluable aid of his
Initiative and personality it was brought,
not only to a speedier; but to a fuller
and firmer fruition.

It was under such conditions that the
h agreement of I9M. clearing

up a number of the colonial questions
and giving Great Britain, so far as'
France was concerned, a free hand In
Egypt, and France, so far as Great Brit-
ain was concerned, a free hand in Mo-
rocco, came to be negotiated. Its Brit-
ish authors looked upon it as an

h compact, with no
bearing of any moment on the interests
of other powers, and with no European
Implications of any kind. Their purpose
In concluding it was to wipe the slate
clean of a variety of difficulties that had
long perturbed h relations.
It was not aimed at Germany or any
other power; and It certainly never oc
curred to any one .n Downing Street
that it would put a severe strain on

n relations or Initiate a
turning movement in the operations of
the British policy.

Events, however, quickly expanded Its
scope and gave to the n friend
ship a European Importance. Had the
period of the h bickerings
lasted Into the war, the
two seconds to the duelists in the Far
East themselves might have become In
volved In the struggle. The entente be-
tween the French and British govern-
ments served to draw a ring around the
combatants. It furnished a round table
at which both Great Britain and( Russia
could meet for the settlement of the
North Sea Incident, and Its development,
under the impact of the war, brought
home to the consciousness of both nations
some perception of its po- -
tencj.

But It was Germany's discovery that
her Interests had been, ignored in the
Disposal of the Morocco question, followed
by the Kaiser's visit to Tangier and the
excitements of the Algeciras conference
t1 at first revealed the full range and ef-

fectiveness of the h entente.
Ihe ssupiclon on Germany's side that
Downing Street and the Qual d' Oreay
ad Joined together to hem her in; the

policy that she based on that suspicion,
and the French and British actions In
resisting that policy, brought the three
riuntrles on at least two occasions with-
in measurable distance of war. In this
way the entente was caught In the mesh
c' continental rivalries, broadened out
Into a sort of Informal compact of co-
operation between Great Britain and
France, and became Invested with an
unlooked-for- , but accepted, responsibility

f the European equilibrium.
Moreover, it contributed powerfully to

ne formation of an un-
derstanding For the last six years it
has been more or less taken for granted
that on most. If not all, European ques-t.c-

Great Britain. Russia and France
would be found acting In concert. Til at

a development to which Germany,
l.ncely through a misapprehension of its
rUrlt. has found difficulty in accommo-
dating herself. It is only recently that
the entirely unaggressive character of

"e triple entente has been appreciated
In the Wilhelmstrasse. FLiNECR.

ot of the control of the Caribran
in the maintenance of the Monroe Doc-

trine.
Hands off all

ANDRLW JORDAN GREEN.
Jotj IS, BIS.

THE DOG'S ANCESTRY.

Imllnn Wrlf Probnbly Prtenltor
ftf Some Canlnra.

Naturalists and the world at large seem
to generally accept the theory that the
domestic dog Is, In some sense, a col-
lateral descendant of the wolf or Jackal,
savs Harper's Weekly. A professor In
the Natural History 'Museum of Paris
has communicated results of his study
of various canine skulls to the Academy
of Sciences. He appears to have noticed
certain peculiarities of growth which
have hitherto escaped zoologists.

He states that the skull of almost every
species of wolf and Jackal differs from
the skull of the shepherd dog to an extent
that makes It impossible that this dog
should belong in the same classification.
The skull of the Indian wolf, on the con-
trary, shows some points of resemblance.
This, indeed, is the only savage canine,
the top bf whose head projects like that
of our dog.

There are. moreover, other characteris-
tics which the Indian wolf has In com-
mon with the dog. and which the ordi-
nary wolf does not share with them, al-
though his origin and that ot the dog
have long been supposed to be a common
one.

The conclusion of this scientist is that
the Indian wolf Is the progenitor of the
shepherd dog and the bloodhound. There
were two primitive races ot dogs
analogous to these which were first do-
mesticated In Central Asia, whence they
passed to Europe,, and there seems no
reason to doubt that the bloodhound ot
today Is the direct descendant of the dog
spoken of by the ancients as "the dog of
the age of bronze.1'

Doctors anil Tobacco.
From the Ctticaso Record HrrtVL

A doctor who attributes most of the
ills of mankind to tobacco declares that
the medical profession should go closely
Into the use of the weed In all forms.

This seems to Imply that the profes-
sion has neglected its duty in the prem-
ises and that is hardly fair. There are
no men who go more closely or enthus-
iastically Into the use) of tobacco than
doctors. They begin with Impressive
moral earnestness as students of cigar-
ettes when they are getting their first
lessons in the practice of the profession,
and later become highly skilled In the
use of cigars and pipes. There are doc-

tors who would make a good showing
against the best lay experts in big black
cigars; there are others whq have a
special liking for the Missouri meer
schaum and consecrate themselves to It
In their moments of deep research until
they are rudely interrupted by selfish
patients.

Let us give these earnest men their
due. Let's .be thankful that we have
them in our midst or thereabouts to
teach us by their example.
From Judge.

Wits are sometimes sharpened on diul
minds,- -.

t V N.

as mMLAm

AHjOJLD QUESTION
"What is so rare as aday in June"

- A NEW ANSWER ;
A splendid variety, of good lumber and millwork,

from which you can select' anything you might want
and always at Fair Prices. v

FlMtaVf, cheap in ..................
Fleerif, rfriry grade

.Fhtrimg, fair grade .""

....UMytrlMft
....2JeperlMfL
...UM

Fkeriag, beat grade Alabama ud Georgia

Fe, tnm.' $3.5 to $5.50 per ft.

The' Frank Libbey Lumber Co.
xSth Street and New York Avenue

WASH'NGHON. D. C.

GETTING
Bv FRED

Frederick W. Steckman. a n

Washington correspondent, used to work
on a little paper In nis nauve town,
down In Missouri. While there it was
Steckman's good fortune to solve a mis-ter- y

that had the town agog for weeks
and weeks.

It was not a murder mystery, and
there was no bint of crime In connection
with it. but it. nevertheless, was a real
mystery; and Steckman became the hero
of the little place when he puoiisnea nis
solution.

The mystery was about nothing more
or less than the funny way the electric
lights carried on at night. They would
go out all of a sudden, without warning.
then on again. In a second off again
and all such strange carrying on as

lights were still a novelty in
the little place, and everything they did
caused talk. The fluttering of the light
annoyed any one who happened to be
reading, but the light Itself caused much
less distraction than wondering what
made the light do It. Citizens appealed
to the manager of the light company,
and he In turn went to the plant with
experts and tried to ascertain what ailed
the djnamos or the rest of the outfit.
They could find nothing wrong. The
nice, new machinery seemed to be work-
ing right up to specifications. Yet even- -

night occurred the funny goings on and
off of the lights. Not only the lights In
the homes and stores, but on the street
corners, were in on the mvstery. After
a time It was about all the people talked
about. Not that It mattered so much.
you understand: they simply struggled
against tne idea or nurturing a mystery
that defied solution. Some advanced the
theory that it was due to local meteoro-
logical conditions, and others thought
the whole town was improperly wired or
something like that, and that some day
every dwelling house In town would be
set on fire. So the theories and

grew and multiplied, but the
mvstery remained. The lights fluttered
usually around dinner time or, rather,
supper "time, as It was still known In
those parts and again about 10 o'clock.

Frederick Steckman had given great
deal of thought to the problem, but with
no hope of making headway until one
night. He was standing in the lobby of
the little postofflce discussing the mystery
with other citizens when he noticed a
)oung woman, the daughter of a leading
butcher, walk by and chuckle to her
self. Something in the talk about the
light mvstery had made her chuckle, ap-
parently, and Steckman wondered why.
He made Inquiries and learned that she
was oung woman who "kept company"
wltu the engineer at the light plant.

Wl that tip to act on Steckman made
short work of the mjstery. Just how he
traced It out is of less Interest than his
conclusions. He found that the flitting
on and off of the light comprised love
signals. Just that. The engineer at the
light plant did not have enough to u

his time, and when the machinery
was all running nicely, he let his mind
dwell on the beautiful voung woman on
whom he had centered his affections. At
the twilight hour he flashed a signal that
meant: I'm thinking of you. True. It
reached not her alone: yet It did. too,
for she was the only one who understood.
The engineer was sorry about the annoy-
ance his signals caused other citizens,
and If there had been any w y to have
a private circuit to the oung woman's
home he would gladly have confined him-

self to that. Late In the evening when
he was obliged to stay at the light sta-
tion Instead of calling at her home, he
never tailed to send a flash that, by
their secret code, meant: Wish I were
near you. And so on.

The engineer would have been less per-

sistent at his signalling If she had given
him more encouragement In his suit for
her hand. As it was he felt that he
must do eomethlng to prove his love. She
had twitted him when the signals became
the town talk, and said that he would
probably get scared our and cease to flash
the messages So he dared not stop. In
fact, he fell Into the habit then, when
he felt completely carried away by his
love, of tooting a sharp blaet or two on

the whistle, it was this whistling that

Diplomacy Is something that is used
by a nation In order to say something toj
another nation In such a way that the
other nation will not only understand it.
but will overlook It,

Diplomacy Is truth with reverse
on it. A diplomat Is a man who can

express the fear that his nation Is about
to be compelled to knock the excelsior
out of ours In terms of undying admira-
tion and affection.

Most dlDlomats wear knee and
medals and are vtry polite. A dtplomatj
could a large cabman to take bit

head and soak it in kerosene, and
the cabman would thank him for them
kind words. But when he uses terms of
extreme and devastating to a

from another corner of the
rtnhe. that dlolomat looks him over to
see if his fingers And If they
are he cables home to scrub out the sec-

ond best battleshlD fleet and send it out
In front ofon a g expedition

the country of the part.
When three or more diplomats gather

together to decide whether one
will get the boundary line or another
or thrown off. the meeting sounds
like the love feast of a victorious political
party. Nothing could be more affection-
ate. This Is why no amateur can go into
the diplomacy business. Unless he was
un on the rules of the game he would
be accepting the of the hostile
diplomat to come over and live at his
home forever, at the precise time, wnen
he should be telegraphing home to mass
the mllltla and ask the powder trust u
it could please spare a few rounds of
smokeless annlhllator.

Europe, diplomacy consists of saying
kind words until one side fails to trans--!.
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helped Steckman to dispose of the mys-
tery..

Having solved the thing to his own
satisfaction. Steckman printed his find-
ings in the paper. him it was all
simply a good Joke. And that was it
was to an) body else save only the engi-
neer at the electric light station. He de-
clared that he would either kill or cripple
Steckman for exposing his little scheme
and making him the laughing stock of
the community.

Two things helped to save Steckman
from violence at the hands of the engi-
neer. One was that the young woman
In the cae relented and agreed to marry
the brave engineer, who had risked so
much taunting her sake. This paci-
fied the engineer somewhat, and he took
the view that except for Steckman's
publication of the case., he might have
courted her on for many a month all
In vain.

Furthermore, a Louis editor heard
of Steckman's Ingenuity In sifting donn
the light mystery, and he wired to offer
the oung man a Job. That removed
Steckman from the dying embers of the
engineer's wrath and everything ended
happily.

Irviq the magazine comedian,
once wrote a page of newspaper stuff
about Mr. Jack Johnson, in which he
spoke rather flippantly about Johnson's
appearance. In a day or ne goi a
letter from a man who signed himself
"an educated negro." and who wound up

by saying:
"I've never seen you. but Tve seen your

picture in the paper, and I wish to say
to you with all due respect that you are
no Lillian Russell yourself."

A LITTLE NONSENSE.

WATCHING THE THERJIOWETEH.

In summer days we change our ways:
Of that ou may be sure.

office flock that watched the clock
Now watch the temperature.

Parcel Poet.
"Is a bulldog mailable?"
"Yes: but not In this mall. Cats and

pigs go In this malL"

Dumb.
"What's the latest in your neighbor-

hood?"
"My wife announced last night that

women are dumb, driven cattle In a
three-ho- speech to her club."

The Wherefore".

"How is it that lou folks can get along
on sixty a Wombat? My wife

can't "
"Well, .you see. I have an 1S3S wife,

while sou have one of the 131J brand."

MovlnR Pictures.
The boy stood on the burning deck

And went without his meals.
He got a twenty dollar check

For posing for the reels.

A Trait of Tuwn.

"Queer case. this. Man is sane in
Virginia: insane in New York. Odd. eh?"

"Oh. I don't know. I'm alwas a little
dippy when I'm in New York."

Judgment.
"How about this shooting?"

My client's mind Is blank. Judge. That
ought to be sufficient to get him off."

"I might consider It if the cartridges
had been blank, too."

.Mure Likely the Littler.
If vou see a greenish object on the

beach. It may be a lump of ambergris,
and then again. It may be a decayed
watermelon.

Hla Duty.
From Judje.

Policeman (loquttert I seen my duty
an I done It-- I says to the captain.
"There's a guy runnln" a tough Joint
down the street," The captain says to
me. "Go pull" an' I starts to go "his
leg," says the captain. So I seen my
duty an I done It,

late them correctly. This counts one for
the other Side. But this country has
never gone in extensively for the plush

J ( pity

"Looks him cm to see if bis ftngers sn croattd.
velvet style of diplomacy. American dip-
lomats do not often wear knee pants, and
sometimes they come near enough to the
truth to call a spade a sharp-edge-d ex-
cavating Instrument, When the American
diplomat has to tell a nation to
get the hades out of the western hemis-
phere, he freequently makes the "blunder
ot not beginning by alluding to the an-
cient friendship which has always ex-
isted and always wilt exist.

It takes about sixty years to produce
agood diplomat. The greatest one was

but he died at the beginning of
his career.

(Coprrlfljt, VO. by Oeerge Maths aesass.) a

DIPLOMACY
Or GEORGE FITCH,

Author of. "At Good Old SlMrash." '
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